AEW YORK JOURNAL, SUNDAY, DECEMBEL 20, 1896. ;

3

WILL SRVE THE CHILDREN

“Rich Women anc

T I8 for the purpose of organizing what will be
known aw Mothers' Clubs that the Nutlonal Cangress
of Motliers will nieet February 16 In Washington.
The ubject of thls new movement is to interest
mothers, and, for that matter, nll men and women, in
the questlons most vital to the welfire of dhefr clitldren,
not only from a physical and moral, but n spirftoal

THROUGH MOTHERS HEARTS,

Poor Women Will Meet In the
oame Clubs and Work Side bu oide

for the Common Good.

standpoint ns well. I.do not believe that there is any
way in which to.resch the moral gensibllitles of the
chltd oxeept throngh his spiritnal pature, In the mind
of evary child is the germ of spiritunl thonght, which,
If properly developed, 18 the most suscoptible channel

threngh which (o balld vp a fine woral pature.
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PROMINENT WOMEN GONNEGTED WITH THE NATIONAL WOMANS CONGRESS.

Theidea of the club originated with Mrs. Theodore Birney, of Washington. The Congress will hold its first full
meeting February 16, 1897, in Washington.
ﬂerﬁﬂ_ﬂ&nﬁ over the United Stater and mothers’ clubs in which no dues will be charged. Its prime object is the chil=
dren, but the promoters wish to reach them through the hearts and lives of the mothers. There will be no lines of
soclal distinetion drawn, =0 that membership in the club Is open to rich and poor allke, and all women will be enrn-
estly appealed to to meet on the common ground of motherhood, The members are desirous that thelr work shall
Uinited  States.
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form of gocinbliity, the best pians
for the ra.slng and development of
hildren Wil e dizcussed, fdm) the
Heas of ‘those who are glving the not be
subjlect ome thought will be read.
Also. Insrractive - and eomforting
books will be al kand for mothers' :
reading ar howe, dnd thys yon see i
that ‘there will be a grimd, cons
certed movement th the one diree-
tlon and an ever nwakened reallzn-

HERBERT.

loeal,  but
cpuraging letters from persons interested in their efforts.
ton, Mrs. William L. Wilson, Mrs. Arthur Birney, Mrs. H. W, Fuller, Miss Janet Richards, all of Washington, D. Ci
and Mre. M. W. Kineald, of San Franclsco, have already visited New York and gained the co-operation of a large
ber of Influential women thers.. The enthusiagm over the movement is already so great that the Congress which
meets In Weshington in February promises to be the greatest representation of women ever held in this eountry.
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shall spread over the

It is to have no class line Yirawn.
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Mothers, &

MRs-Jorn G- Cravrste

It will endenvor to establizh free kine

Alrpady they have  received numerous on-
Theodore Birpey, Mrs. Adlai Stevenson, Miss Mor-

tlon of the lmportance of attend- }
ing. to the minds andl  bodles -
of the litle vnes In order to muke good moral characters
and hesithy mon nands weren. !
Tersornlly, T foel mueli concerned for the ehildrén
of fashionalle tothers whé thisk that inorder to be
in scciefy they must be scen uy évery parly, recoption
or ball; sacrificlng the (nierests they owe their 1ittle
ones Lo n doeslee ta shlne goclnlly. These children need

Message of

Mrs. Theodore W. Birney, the
Che Saldorf.
Fifth Avenue and 332 S,
Rew Bork
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At the mectings of these elubs, which will take the
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the mother's liflucnce every day, dand If the mornings

of America.

Originator of the Movement, to the Women
Pttt v
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To the mothers of Amerles and to all, men and women who love
their country I make an ecarnest ag peal thet they j'i:;ln in this movemant
4n the interests of humanity 2nd the highest development of child Jife
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anve to be spent In rest after the night of a party and
the rest of the day wasted Insoclal diversions It is
plain that the ¢hiidren must be deprived of that tender
Influence and solicitode which can only come from, the
mother,

Tiven there are Young tiotlers who need the sdvice
And eucourngement of older dnes. Yopnz mothers are
80 very apt to look lightly upon the grove Tesponsi-
bliltles whiclh rest with them.

o

I'or the mothers who have to stay at home on ne-
count of Higlted means g visit to a mothers' clib will
be of Incalenlable Lenefit as o relazntion from the cares
of the home nnd an epportyalty affonied th talk over
methods of bome cconomy, an nterchange of views on
the nursery and probably bsteflielal compurigon of ex-
perlences,

There are to be no lines of soclul distlbetlon. drawn,,
so that wembership in the club s open to rich
and poor Alike, dnd pll women will e earnestiy  npe
penled tp tect on the COmmon ground, of ‘motherbood,
T realize ot goon we are to turn over the socinl ad
pnt‘»l_lr atzalrs of oupr couniry to a new generdtion, and
certalnly we all desive that these newr hands and
beprts soall Le oven bLetter thon we are. It therefore
devolves vpon us older ounes to make an effort to have
them so,

Mrg. Theodone W, Birney, the originator of this
project, presented the sulileet at sonie of the Mothers
meetings ot Chaufanqua in the Summer of 1886, The
carnest enthunsiasm  with whiels It wps vecoived. mode
It evident Yhnt the thonght nceiled bnly to lie dls.
seminated ln onler to be quickly }:-.-'ee‘p:ml nmd  neted
upon. by the hosts of conselentions fhinklug women ot
the wortd #ml to vesult In o cestralization of their
power townrd the accomplishunent of gront and neces-
snry teforms In the'lntevests of humanity.

1 hdve b-come thoroughly Interested In thiz move
meng, 1 an supe [L Ik but the beglunitg of great
siuccess, 1 believe all mothers will njso becowie Inter-
ested in o want will help thelr ehlldren. Those of us
who hare c¢ared children are more quick to extend
our sympa hy to objects Buell a5 this eub bag In
view. 1 ca-rot expinin: it row, It will develop ltself
In' time. T .= enthusiasm of Mrs. Theodore Dlrney s
tnfostions: We have ail cansht i

When the, Mothers' Congress meeis it wiil consider
subjects bafring upon the hishest form of moral, pby-
slenl mnd mettal trahiog of the young, nod (he best
mathods of Instiing'n love of bamanity abd of country
Wil pedwelt upon.

Sdme of the oviis. both physical and menial, exigting
13 our scligols will be luolied ito ond suggestions will

be recelved for thelr remedy. It will be very gratify-
ing that better means of developing ln children char-
soteristies awlileh will elevate and ennoble them, will
be dikcussed, and thus gesist 1 overboming the condls

tlons which now prompt crime and makp necessaty e

mnfnteuauue of jalls, work houses amd reformatories.
Idéas In these great moral questions will be presented
ut the proper tlme Ly Lot wed apd women who are
devoting  (boir life's thought to, this moble work, And
whose nam s are evergwhere kmoon apd révered.. I
sdruestly Lipe that batween nmow sml the tlme for
tle Congress to moest overy oue who feels an Jdn-
terest In this eanse will show sonie actipn. Tt will be
an ensy matter for the moving spirit In every cliy,
town or viilage to form a Mothers' Club, and if mot pos.
gible to be represented Ly o delogate at the Natlounl
Congress to send a letter giving an acoothit of thelr
orginization. Secretacies of clubs will Le furnishaed
suggestlons which may prove helpfol In the conduct
of their meetings, which 1T befleve cannot be held toe
aften, say every week, I possible
Information shonid be addressad to the Natlonsl Can.
greds of Mothers, No. J428 Twentieth str{_-cf. Waoshing-
ton, D). C. '

When one etops te think that the averige mother is
but indiferently cquipped
moral, mental apd physieal tralping of clilldhood it
Tecomes nt onece apparent that the Lenofits 1o be de
rived In tbe organization of Molhers' elube camnot be
aveérestimatd. It meoms strange ilint In the grand
plans that haye been Wld by the sducational lenders
of onr unlversttios mul eolleges that not one hour has
been” 1l Aslde In whicl to linpress ronng women of
the respomsibiiitles At may some dity come to them
amsk e mnaner o which they shonld be met. Ip
sceme deplorable that dense lgnarance prevalls of the
very temperaments of children aud thelr physion] newds,
with rosults too distressing to be dwelt upon.

Wo hope to make the republie realizothay “its groat-
gt work 12 1o save the childeen,” and this we ean e
complish just as soon a= mothers’ Learts are awakeued
to all the peeds of childhood. '

H Is our expectation to have ot the Nationnl Congress
in Februnry such a gathering of mepresentative workers
for the benefit of the human raes that the divine fire
of thelr epihisissm will worth the hearts pot ouly of
all mothers, but of o)l mankind 16 an apprecintion of
the sterod oblipntions owed" 1o the race throegh the
chiltiren so«lay and (he generitions to come'. Awong
theee will be many who are nor maothers, hut who,
througlh thelt work, hove shown théemse ves possesasd
of the mmtrronal nstinet In g high nmd bollest
sense, and who will, therefore, be wost welcome
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